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The recent Centenary Celebrations held on Saturday 15 May were a huge       
success with well over 2000 people in attendance.   

The feedback received was overwhelmingly positive with many ex students and 
staff reconnecting with old friends and the school.  Throughout the school you 
could hear happy and excited chatter as people caught up with their classmates 
and remembered the fun they had and the antics they had got up to! 

People came from far and wide to enjoy the entertainment provided and in some 
cases, to give their old school uniform another outing! 

There were so many people who contributed to the success of the day and I want 
to thank staff, students and community members who worked tirelessly to support 
the success of this significant event. 

Please check the school website for more photos of the day. 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
Term 2     

 

 

Monday June 14 

Year 8  & 11   
Exams         

Commence 

 

 

Tuesday 15 June 
School Board 
Meeting 4pm 

 

 

21 June -  25 June  

Naidoc  Week 

 

 

28 June - 2 July 

Country  Week  

 

 

Friday 2 July  

Last  day of Term  

Reports Sent Out 

 

 

Monday 19 July 

Term 3 Commences 

 

 

 

        

Term Dates 2021 

01.02.21—01.04.21 

19.04.21—02.07.21 

19.07.21—24.09.21 

11.10.21—16.12.21 
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Previous to the Centenary Celebration, students participated in the Centenary Cup.  Students and 
staff joined in sporting competitions, Humanities and STEM challenges and a Caring for Country 
excursion.  The school provided each participant with a Centenary T-Shirt which added colour, 
atmosphere and house spirit to the day. 

Rutherford house was the winning faction taking home the 
inaugural  Centenary Cup. 

Mr Richard Kardol was the driving force in the organisation of 
the day, and along with the staff and students who             
participated on the day, I would like to express my thanks to      
everyone who contributed to its success. 

 

 

 

Lisa Rodgers, Director General of Education visited Northam SHS with Kevin O’Keefe,            
Principal Consultant Aboriginal Education.  Lisa and Kevin opened the Avon Schools  Network             
Conference which was attended by staff from 14 schools within the network. 

Lisa toured the school and met with Northam SHS staff learning more about the educational    
programs delivered here. 

She was very impressed with work happening at NSHS 
and the pathways we are creating for our students.    
Lisa loved our heritage listed buildings and she thought 
we had one of the most  beautiful schools in the state.  
It was fantastic to have the Director General visit us in 
our Centenary year.  

Exams, NAPLAN and Year 12 Externally Set Tasks have taken place across 
this term and once again external invigilators have given me very positive feedback about our  
students.  I thank them for their preparation and work in these assessment processes. 

The end of term 2 is also busy for our teachers as they finalise the Semester 1 marks and        
reports.  I thank them for the work they do to ensure our students are prepared for their pathways 
beyond school. 

The cold weather and rain has definitely set in as we make our way towards the end of this 11 
week term. 

I wish our Year 11 and 12 Country Week teams the very best of luck as they prepare for one of 
the most memorable events of a country student’s time at school.  We look forward to overall  
success in games but more so to sportsmanship and being good ambassadors of the school. 

Welcome and Farewell Staff Members  

There is a new face here at Northam SHS. 

Rebekah Cumming joins the Student Services team as Chaplain.  We welcome 
her to Northam Senior High School. 

 

Michael Weggelaar has left Northam SHS to take on a new position as maths 
teacher at Kiara College.  We thank Mike for his work in our school in the maths 
area and in Student Services and wish him the best of luck in his new school. 

 

Marisa Del Pin 

Principal 
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STEM Activities 15 May 2021 
Facilitated by Mr. Michael Briggs, Ms. Jacqueline Wong and Mrs. Annette Wyatt 

Science Teachers 

Blast Off –The Rocket Launch! 

 

 

                with Unique Plastic Bottle Rocket Launches 

Students had fun exploring air pressure and flight by making their own stomp rocket from just a 
few, inexpensive materials such as tape, clear plastic bottles of various sizes, paper, cardboard 
and water. This represented fuel, tracking and location, technology on rocket design, and        
efficiency with material selection and engineering design.  This unit of work challenges students 
to create a water-bottle rocket in order to engage in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) learning experiences. Students, through a range of design,                 
experimentation and testing procedures, aim to create a rocket then compete against     

others to see which rocket flies the highest and farthest, and is aesthetically 
appealing. Throughout the design, development and production phases of the     
Rocket Launch project, students expanded their knowledge of STEM and     
collaboratively developed an engineered solution.  

 Egg-cellent Landing or, Egg Drop 

An engineering project where students design an egg capsule, with a raw 

chicken egg inside, then launch this capsule landing a distance away     

without damaging the egg.  Not only was the distance measured but was 

the raw egg within still unbroken?  As part of the design challenge,          

students designed a protected spacecraft capsule. This mirrored the 

chance to recreate the classic egg-drop experiment with an analogy to the 

Mars rover landing, devising a way to protect an astronaut 

during a landing by designing and testing a capsule for 

spacecraft. As students worked to solve the design         

problem, they developed a deep understanding of the forces involved in 

safely landing a spacecraft with people in it. Students tested their ideas and         

assumptions, and  considered  alternative approaches to optimize their 

spacecraft capsule. The concept of terminal  velocity was introduced, and 

students performed several velocity calculations by working out by trial and 

error which type of throw –underarm, overarm or high pitched would result in the furthest distance     

without damaging the egg within. Also, students designed and built their capsule within pre-determined 

materials to help reinforce a real-world design scenario. The Engineering Connection is through careful   

design and many experimental trials where engineers in real-life have developed ways to safely stop       

objects moving at high speeds. They incorporate into the design of components and devices 

that mitigate the effect of abrupt slow down; for example, bumpers, crumple 

zones, seat belts, air bags, shock absorbers or helmets. 
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 The Leaning Tower of Pasta or, Spaghetti    
Building Structures! 

 
The premise behind this fun challenge is that students must build the 
tallest  free standing structure using spaghetti and marshmallows ,   
within a constricted supportive area base. Students had to learn quickly how 
to create those guide wires and balance their skinny spaghetti legs 
with marshmallow joinery.   
Engineering and Architect Connections: The same forces, like gravity and wind, that engineers have to 
take into consideration when working on Deep Space Network antennas and tall Tower Buildings come 

into play when building a  spaghetti  structure. 
In small groups, the students quickly            
brainstormed their ideas and discussed 
strengths and weaknesses. Once the group    
selected a design, they needed to build, test and 
redesign to make sure it was stable and could 
support the whole structure with gravity and 
lateral loads even during transportation to the 
final place in readiness for  judging. 

Overall, the STEM experiments required students to develop an understanding of 
physic components such as gravity, force and motion in designing model  rockets 
and egg capsules. Engineering concepts such as conceptual design,   approximate 
analysis, preliminary design and optimization of strength, serviceability and stability to safely carry gravity 
and lateral loads were used.  Furthermore, students had to select specific building materials and base  
area constraints that work towards long term sustainable goals.  Students used scientific literacy in      
communication and mathematics to collect and analyse data; and technology of the design processes. A 

great STEM time had by everyone involved!   
                                                                                                                       

Written by Annette Wyatt 
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Centenary Games- A Huge Success! 

On Friday May 14 our school community got into the swing of all things Centenary with a         
Centenary Games at Northam Recreation Centre. 

With events from giving students opportunities to be involved in Sports, STEM, Humanities and 
Community Service there was something for everyone. 

After an extensive day of activities the following individual champions were crowned: 

 

The competition across events was even all day and Champion Houses in each set of events was: 

The Champion House in Humanities was Clifton. 

The Champion House in STEM was Rutherford. 

The Champion House in Sports and in Positive Behaviour was Sanders. 

The Champion House in Caring For Country was Strickland. 

Overall results were: 

Sanders received 2199 points 

Clifton received 2271 points 

Strickland received 2284 points 

Rutherford received 2601 points and were crowned Centenary Games 
Champion House.  

Congratulations Rutherford 

  Clifton Rutherford Sanders Strickland 

SPORTS      

Dodge Ball Cooper Brown Josh Gillett Trey Beeson Zane Skews 

Volleyball Jamon Rose Cade Hazlehood Alexandra Mitic Molly West 

Floorball Cooper Brown Phateon Gibbs Dusty Peacock Makayla Smith 

Basketball 
Levi Boyce Kingzleigh Riley Oliver Tyra Moody 

Netball Kye Carter Nicholas Garlett Sophie Penno Flynn Walls 

STEM      

Longest flight time rocket Madison Bilson Zyren Irlandez Aprile Narrier Angus Wilson 

Egg Drop Deakin Francis Hannah Jones Aprile Narrier Sheera Uzice 

Building Structures Joshua Butler Cooper Hills Aprile Narrier Damon Wilson-Twine 

HUMANITIES      

Debating Anjelina White Harry Harper N/A Wahid Velasco 

Chess 

Leon Critchlow-
Salvidge Kaden Hartwig Connor Ryall Wahid Velasco 

Scavenger hunt 
Leon Critchlow-
Salvidge Harry Harper Connor Ryall Wahid Velasco 

CARING FOR COUN-      

Mount Ommanney 
Tamika Ellery-
Smith 

Samantha 
Hughes 

Wyatt Marti-
novich Paul Turner 

Burlong Channele Edubos Seth Jolley KC Sean Nemis Stephanie Scammell 

       

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR Charlize Anderson Elisabeth Joyce Matthew Oliver Molly West 
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Students in Senior School have been involved in end of semester examinations and Externally Set 
Tasks. Year 12 students will be receiving their reports by Friday 18 June 2021. 

 

Year 11 students are sitting their examinations during Week 9 and will receive their reports 
by    Friday 2 July 2021. There will be an opportunity for Year 11 students to reassess their current 
study program at the end of this term. This will be especially important for students who are     
struggling with their current courses. Please contact either Mr Treeby or myself at the school, to 
discuss individual student progress.  

As part of being on-track for success in Senior School, Year 11 students need to gain 4 C grades 
on their Semester 1 Report.  Students who do not achieve this level may require further           
counselling to place them in a more successful pathway. Therefore, some students in Year 11 who 
performed lower than expected in their Semester 1 results, may be able to change subjects at the 
beginning of next term. If you are concerned after receiving the Semester 1 Report and would like 
some advice or direction, please contact me at the school to arrange a meeting. 

 

Year 10 Examinations 

Year 10 students have participated in examinations during Week 8 this term. Students in 
10.1 have had their examinations held in the Performing Arts Centre with external invigilators, to 
experience the examination conditions in preparation for Year 11 and 12 courses. These students 
have had 2 hour examinations in English/HASS as well as Mathematics/Science. The Year 10   
examination results and the Semester 1 Report will be important tools to help in the selection of 
the correct courses for next year. 

We are approaching the time for Year 10 students to plan for their course selection for 2022. The 
Year 10 students will be having Mrs Dianne Dwyer, VET Coordinator, visiting their classes to talk 
about options for Year 11. Over the next few weeks, students will be receiving information from 
Learning Areas regarding the choices that are on offer. Further information regarding the Year 10 
Counselling process will be distributed to students and parents through assemblies, Connect and 
Parent Meetings. 

 

Reporting Semester 1 2021 

Distribution of reports will be via email and Connect—Should you need to update your email     
contact, please call reception on  9621 6300.  Students without parent email addresses will have 
their reports posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Anne Morgan 

Deputy Principal 

Year 12 Week 9 Friday 18 June 

Year 11 Week 11 Friday 2 July 

Year 10 Week 11 Friday 2 July 

Year 9 Week 11 Friday 2 July 

Year 8 Week 11 Friday 2 July 

Year 7 Week 11 Friday 2 July 
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The start of this term has been extremely busy for us, commencing with ANZAC Day. We had 
a small crowd attending the dawn service in town due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

The energy was high as we prepared for the first camp of the year.  We could only use the 
items we brought with us at this self catering camp. It was so much fun working out what we 
were going to eat, and who was going to carry what, as we worked in pairs.  One person    
carried the tent and the other the cooking equipment. What fun we had.  

 

We left after school on Wednesday and travelled to Spring Hill Farm, owned by Mrs Karen 
Ducat.  We spent some time setting up our tents. 

 

It was fun learning to cook on a hexi stove.  Some of our meals weren’t what we expected! 
We went for a night walk looking around the farm grounds and for animals.  There had been 
two baby donkeys born.  

 

That night sitting at the bonfire was a great way to end the day. The next day we had to cook 
our breakfast, pack up our tent area and paint chairs, the painted chairs are to go around the 
farm to make the longest musical chair arena.  

 

Before we left to return home, we went to Mount Ommaney to hike to the top and to            
geocache, then back down and a very long walk for some, into Northam, all whilst carrying 
our large hiking packs. At the end we were  rewarded with pizza in the park.  

 

The business didn't stop there.  We then had the School Centenary to prepare. Out with all 
the photos and equipment we wanted to display. What a fabulous night we had camping on 
the school oval getting ready for the next day. We met Mr Cowell at Woolworths to pick up the 
rolls and other essential’s needed for our famous sausage burgers, then back to camp to peel 
and cut 15kg of onions.  This wasn’t fun! 

 

Setting up our fire pit thanks to Abi’s parents, was a treat. Sitting around cooking           
marshmallows and singing songs has given us lasting memories. On the morning of the   
Centenary we were all up very early.  A 5am breakfast had to be ready and eaten by 6am. 
The crowd started arriving, looking around our tent site in amazement that we had camped 
there.  We sold over 600 sausage burgers, we didn’t stop.  

 

The rain came as it was time to pack up, so all hands on deck and we got help from Abi’s  
parents and Mrs Hecker as well as Christine the school cleaner. We were all packed away 
within 30 minutes. We would like to publicly thank the Kidmans, Heckers and Christine for 
their help. 

 

So if you want to know more about cadets or join in the fun just come along on a Wednesday 
night straight after school, everyone is welcome.  It is time for our next adventure... 
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Regional WISEWomen Showcase 2021 

Demystifying Careers in STEM and entrepreneurship 

 

The 2021 Regional WISE Women Showcase of 2021 
was held at Murdoch University focused on de-mystifying 
careers in STEM and entrepreneurship. Mr Middleditch and 
Ms Wong had the privilege to take a group of 10 students 
from Year 10 to attend this showcase. They began their day 
with a warm welcome by Murdoch University and meeting 
the many regional schools in attendance. Their first guest 
speaker was Kate Kirwin, the founder of She Codes where 
they learnt about tech skills, tech jobs, and pathways to    
becoming a developer. 

The first workshop that students participated in focused on learning the skeletal    
muscles and tendons, to gain a better understanding of the anatomy of the human 
body.  They had a fantastic workshop taught by a third-year Chiropractor student.  

Our students experienced what life would be 
like inside university laboratories and built their 
own skeletons with accurate skeletal muscles 
and tendon attachments! This was definitely a 
highlight! 

By Ms Wong & Mr Middleditch 
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Regional WISEWomen Showcase 2021 

Demystifying Careers in STEM and entrepreneurship 

Finally, the students had an insightful, 
empowering Q&A session from four     
different women in Science. They learnt 
about the different pathways and options 
to enter a career in Science. They learnt 
from Kirsty Bayliss in the field of           
Biosecurity, Chloe Smith in Psychological 
research of decision-making, Bonnie   
Eivers, a current undergraduate student 
in forensic sciences and toxicology, and 
Aimee Lonsdale who is a Future Students 
Officer. Our students really enjoyed  
learning about these women and their 
backgrounds, how they got to where they 
are, their experiences, and what this 
could mean for themselves and their    
options for their future.  

The second workshop was a 
board game,  to understand 
consequences to Quenda 
population decline and habitat 
loss post European settlment. 
Students learnt how to       
recognise and identify 
quendas by the distinctive, 
triangular shape of their     
digging holes! Students 
gained an understanding of 
the dangers of roads to 
Quenda! 

Our Year 10 students enjoyed  
university life during break times 
and explored  the  infamous 
Chatime to get bubble tea! We 
were warned this place would get 
busy, but that did not prepare us 
for the line up that lasted the 
whole break! 
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POEM 

Which Ones Will Float?    

“Which ones will float? 

Which ones will sink? 

We’ll test and investigate, 

watch and compare. 

But will we agree 

with the answers we share? 

Maybe we won’t,                                      

and then, if we don’t, 

we’ll try, try again 

and decide what to think. 

Which ones will float? 

Which ones will sink? 

We’ll study the data  

and enter our claim. 

Maybe our answers will look the same. 

On which ones will float 

and which ones will sink.” 

 

 

My beautiful Science Year 8.1 and Year 8.4 classes      
recently explored exciting experiments on Density:         

a physical property of substances.  

 

In this scientific chemistry quest, relating to ‘Density   
Towers’ and ‘Icebergs and  Eggbergs’, students           

discovered how different densities of substances, can   
effect whether something floats or sinks.  

Substances used in the experiment included oil, honey, 
food dyes, methylated spirts, pasta, cherry tomatoes,  
lego blocks, nails, egg with plain & salted water and    

dishwashing liquid. 

 

 

 

Annette Wyatt 

Science 
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In Science, the Year 7’s have been mixing up a storm as they learnt 
about separating mixtures! They have spent all term learning about 
pure substances and mixtures, what they are, how to identify and  
classify them, and they now know how to separate them, depending 
on the properties of insoluble and soluble mixtures! 

The first photo shows an experiment assessment where the cohort of 
Year 7’s had to distinguish between two blue solutions. Ms  Young 
wanted to make a blue cake for her cat with blue food dye. However, 
the dye got mixed up with her Year 12’s poisonous salt solution that 
was also a blue mixture! Now, in order to make a cake for her cat and 
not poison him, the students had to determine which solution was 
which, by using the evaporation method to tell the difference.  

The Year 7’s conducted themselves safely and set 
up their experiments accordingly! You can see a 
photo of their setup – look at all the scientific   
equipment used! 

They eventually got their two solutions boiling and 
started to separate the water by evaporation. 
Check out the fantastic results that were achieved! 
Can you see the difference between the             
poisonous salt left behind compared to the food 
dye residue? 

The Year 7’s were so fantastic they got to watch a   
complex setup to show them what distillation looked 
like! Check out the excited group here. There were new 
pieces of equipment Introduced such as the round       
bottom flask and condenser! The first drop of water that 
was distilled was an exciting  moment in the Science 
laboratories. 
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We can't believe we have almost finished our first semester at high school! Currently, we are all very 
busy completing our final assessments as the semester comes to an end.  

In English, we've finished NAPLAN, narratives and persuasive essays, and we are finishing our 
Short Film Analysis assessment having viewed some really lovely short films such as The Present, 
Soar, La Luna, Pip and Alike. The 7.1s said they were pretty sure they saw Miss Polain wiping away 
a tear while watching Changing Batteries! 

In HASS, we've completed the Sources and Evidence Test and our posters on Ancient Egypt. Our 
last assessment is a source analysis, which always gets us thinking! Ancient Egypt is a truly majestic 
and awe-inspiring "topic" to learn about, of which we discovered the Egyptians gifted the world with 
inventions such as ramps and levers they needed to construct the pyramids, the 365-day calendar, 
paper, make-up and wigs. We've asked Miss Polain if we can go to Egypt as an excursion! 

Clontarf continues to offer their students opportunities to engage in some very fun activities, 
as the photos show. 

The school's Centenary, held on Saturday, May 15, saw us welcome over 2,000 visitors to the 
school. Miss Polain's beloved Room 9 was quite popular, many thinking it was an Art classroom - as 
the photos show, it's a fair call! Thank you to: Leila Fernihough, Gabriella Scammell, Annaleisa 
Buckingham, and Summah Hine to help set up for the event. A big thank you to the Year 7 Year 
Leaders, Bridie Dillon, Hannah Jones and Kale Taylor for volunteering to help on Saturday, guiding 
our visitors and providing school tours.  

The Peer Support sessions we attend with the Year 12 students on Fridays, provides us with the  
opportunity to broaden our connections across the school community in a safe and structured       
format. Many thanks to our teachers for releasing their students for these sessions to run smoothly. 
Thank you to the Year 12s for sharing their school experiences with us, Ms Trenaman, Mr Neho and 
Miss Polain. However, our biggest thanks must be extended to Mr Weggelaar, who has facilitated 
these sessions.  

On Monday, Week 6, we were very fortunate to receive special guests to talk to us about the        
Holocaust, which continues from the novel we read in Term 1, Hana's Suitcase, and "fits in" with   
History in HASS. Our guests were Geoff Kaye, from the Holocaust Museum, and Katinka Allen, a 
former student, whose mother and grandmother helped hide two Jewish people during Adolph       
Hitler's     dictatorship (while living next door to German collaborators and across the road from a 
Gestapo base!) Both Geoff and Katinka spoke to us about finding compassion, acceptance,          
tolerance and  being upstanders. Kale and Izaac are seen in our photos with Geoff and Katinka. 

Miss Polain tells us 144 pages of On A Positive Notes have been written for us since the start of this 
term! We are proud of ourselves!  

We are very used to posing for the camera while Miss Polain is on Duty with us on Thursdays and 
Fridays. A lot of photos are taken of us showing us being together, performing tricks and splits, and 
climbing the exercise bars (and fences!) Izaac Macpherson-Kardol is infamous for his "YMCA"  
pose, Lachy Greenfield's "trying to hide" photos are gaining in popularity, and Jesse Dupre      
continues to impress...in any photo opportunity! This time, he's dressed up as a fairy - we always 
wonder what he'll do next, but we love how he is a "good sport" and participates with good humour.  

On a sad note, the 7.1s said goodbye to Mr Weggelaar as their Maths teacher. It is safe to say he 
was very well-liked - not only by the 7.1s, but by everyone. We all wish you well, Mr Weggelaar.  

Don't forget, everyone, please wear your uniform! It is getting colder, so your Northam Senior High 
School jackets, long pants and closed-in shoes are a must! 

Coming up Thursday, Week 11, is another Dance-a-Thon to raise money for Dance for Sick Kids. 
We can't wait! Only those of us with our Good Standing are eligible to participate. Come on, Year 7s, 
let's represent! Register with Mr Sewell or Miss Polain. 
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BRIDGET, NATALIA, AVA & SHYLA 

CHRISTIAN Izaak & Kale with Geoff  & Katinka Izaac  & Kale with Geoff & Katinka 

NATALIA, ZARI, & ALIZA 

IZAAC 

GOODBYE MR. WEGGELAAR KALE, BRIDIE & HANNAH ROOM 9 

EMMA & ASHAYAH 
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Year 12 students from the Certificate II in Building & Construction- Pathway Trades, have just    
completed their first placements for the year with both local and Perth based businesses. Thank you 
to those businesses who support Northam Senior High School programs and its students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hecker 

School Officer—VET & Workplace Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

To assist students preparing for university, representatives from three of the WA Universities came 
to Northam Senior High School on to run a student information session.  
 
The university representatives were here to speak about what each university has to offer our      
students and to answer questions about courses, admission entry pathways, application processes,  
financial support, and what to expect at university. 

After the presentation to students in years 11 and 12, students were able to speak to individual    
university representatives and take home university information guides. 

Thankyou to the Parents, Carers and students who attended the Parent    
Evening session.   It was a very informative  presentation, allowing families to 
understand the opportunities available at different universities, and get         
involved in their student’s future university  pathway planning. 

 



 

 17 

Career News 
Muresk Institute are hosting a Bootcamp to Employment in the July school holidays. It is a 3 day 
program providing students with training in precision control technology, machinery, drones, data 
management and other aspects of the Agricultural industry. 

 
 

Masters Plumbers Association are providing pre-apprenticeship programs for Plumbing in Perth.  
These are 10 week full time programs run from July to September. 
 
All the Universities have information sessions and Open Days coming up.  Check out the University 
Websites for information evenings on particular Courses. 
ALTERNATE PATHWAYS TO UNIVERSITY 
There are now many ways to enter a Degree program at a University.   
Curtin College, situated at the south end of Curtin University, has a range of Diploma options that 
will give you access into second year of your degree upon completion. 
Portfolio Entry:  Students can submit a portfolio of evidence showing their academic achievements, 
qualifications and ability.  
UniReady:  All universities offer an enabling preparation program as an alternative entry pathway.  
These programs are free and usually go for a semester. 
 
New Scholarship for Regional Students:  The Tertiary Access Payment Program (TAPP) is a means 
tested one off payment of up to $5000 for regional students to access tertiary education. 
 
Mrs Dwyer 
Career & VET Coordinator

 

Peer Support Program 

Northam Senior High School’s Peer Support Program provides students with the opportunity to 
broaden their connections across the school community in a safe and structured format. This also 
allows students to connect with teachers, by taking on a leadership role. 

School connectedness, especially here at Northam SHS is an important protective factor that       
contributes to students’ mental health and wellbeing. For students to feel a strong sense of           
belonging, they need to have positive experiences and good relationships with not just students in 
their year group but all students.  

Thank you for the hard work of staff; Melanie Polain, Jodie Trenaman, Michael Weggelaar and     
Andrew Neho for overseeing the operations of this program. The students sure do love it!!! 

https://www2.dtwd.wa.gov.au/mureskinstitute/find-a-course/school-leavers/short-course?courseid=17
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Centenary Games – Caring for Country 

As part of the Northam SHS Centenary Games activities and our 2021 NAIDOC activities, some  
students chose to take part in the ‘Caring for Country’ activity. This activity involved Caring for  
Country and  community clean-up, which has strong links to the 2021 NAIDOC theme of ‘Heal  
Country’ that is being celebrated this year. During the day, the importance of Caring for Country was 
discussed, as well as links to Aboriginal culture and history in the area.  

 

Students travelled to Mt Ommaney to listen to guest speaker Rod Garlett and participate in a     
clean-up of Mt Ommaney and nearby road verges. A further clean up took place at Burlong Pool, 
where students also learnt from Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Budjar Rangers about their role and 
some of the flora and fauna at Burlong Pool. 

 

After a well deserved sausage sizzle lunch at Bernard Park, we then joined the rest of the school 
back at the Northam Recreation Centre for the presentation of medals. It was a physically and   
mentally active day, but the student’s contribution to their Northam community was outstanding. 
Thank you to all the staff, students, and community members involved. 
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Follow the Dream Update 

Aprile Narrier, one of our Year 9 Follow the Dream students, this year applied to join YIWSA (Young 
Indigenous Women’s STEM Academy). After submitting a written application and having referee 
checks, Aprile was delighted to be selected to take part in the program with other young Indigenous 
Women from around Australia. Her selection was not surprising, especially after recently taking 
home 3 medals in the STEM activities at the Northam SHS Centenary Games. 

 

As part of the YIWSA program, Aprile has been taking part in mentoring sessions and Webex’s, and 
recently took part in a ‘Pulse@Parkes’ remote session where they observed Pulsar’s via the Parkes 
Radio Telescope. Aprile will continue to take part in a variety of experiences and learning activities, 
including a YIWSA camp later in the year. Congratulations Aprile on being accepted into this        
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Manning 

Follow The Dream Program Coordinator 
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Connect is one of the most popular ways we will communicate with parents/carers.  It is also a 
good way to see what your child/ren is/are working on and how they are progressing.  If you are 
not using Connect we encourage you to do so.  If you are having problems joining please      
contact Lynley Pelich. 9621 0000  

lynley pelich@education.wa.edu.au   

 

Lifestyle Solutions is a friendly not-for-profit      
organisation providing Foster Care placements for 
children in the Wheatbelt region.  We are looking 
to recruit Foster Carers who would like to make a 
difference to the life of a child.  Becoming a     
Foster Carer with Lifestyle Solutions will give you 
the  opportunity to make a real and meaningful         
difference in a child’s life – and your own.  We 
would love to hear from you if you are interested.   

Become a Foster Carer,  give us a call on 1800 
GO FOSTER (1800 46 367837)!  We look forward 
to talking with you. 

Hannah Penney & Sue Gray  
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