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Welcome 
Welcome and congratulations on joining Northam Senior High School. We look forward to working closely with you and 
the community to provide each student with the opportunity to achieve their personal best.  
 
General information about the operation of our school and outlines of key policies and procedures are provided here to 
support students and parents. 
 
More detailed information and the full version of policies are available on our website https://www.northamshs.wa.edu.au/. 
 

Kennedy Street, NORTHAM   WA  6401 
Telephone: 08 9621 6300 

 
Email northam.shs@education.wa.edu.au 

Website https://www.northamshs.wa.edu.au/ 
 

Northam Senior High School Staff 
2023 Term 4 - Administration Team  

Principal       Mrs. Vause  

Deputy Principal: Lower School     Ms. Fallows 

Deputy Principal: Senior School     Mr. Kardol 

Manager Corporate Services     Mrs. Hammer 

  

Learning Area Leaders  

Mathematics       Dr. McClellan 

English & Languages      Ms. Sharpe 

Science       Ms. Annear  

Humanities & Social Sciences     Miss. Milisavljevic 

Academies      Mr. Cluning 

Health and Physical Education, and The Arts  Mr. Duricic  

Technologies       Mrs. Payne  

 

Student Services  

Program Coordinator      Mr. Ringrose 

School Psychologist      Ms. Webb 

School Psychologist     Ms. Reedman 

School Nurse       Ms. Cordes 

Student Support Officer     Mr. Dick 

AIEO       Mrs. Narkle 

AIEO       Mr. Nickels 

 

2024 Year Coordinators  

Year Coordinator – Lower School   Miss. Kinsey 

Year Coordinator – Senior School   Mrs. Fisher 

 

Careers & Vocational Education and Training  

VET / Workplace Learning Coordinator   Mr. Gosper 

 

 

https://www.northamshs.wa.edu.au/
mailto:northam.shs@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.northamshs.wa.edu.au/
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Term Dates 2024 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

Term 1 Wednesday 31 January – Thursday 28 March Term 3 Monday 15 July - Friday 20 September 

Break Friday 29 March – Sunday 14 April  Break Saturday 21 September - Sunday 6 October 

Term 2 Monday 15 April – Friday 28 June Term 4 Monday 7 October - Thursday 12 December 

Break Saturday 29 June - Sunday 14 July   

 

 

Siren Times 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Normal times Early Closing times (Thursdays) 

Period 1 8.50am - 9.55am 8.50am - 9.50am 

Period 2 9.55am - 11.00am 9.50am - 10.50am 

First Break 11.00am - 11.25am 10.50am - 11.15am 

Period 3 11.25am - 12.30pm 11.15am - 12.15pm 

Period 4 12.30pm - 1.35pm 12.15pm - 1.15pm 

Second Break 1.35pm - 1.55pm 1.15pm - 1.35pm 

Period 5 1.55pm - 2.55pm 1.35pm - 2.30pm 

Close 2.55pm 2.30pm 
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Agreed Behaviours - Students 
 

A Community United 

We work together as a community building positive, honest and connected relationships that ensure that all students 

grow to become contributing members of their present and future communities. 

 

 

 

 

Our STUDENTS agree and commit to: 

Courage 

• Leading others in a positive way.  We don’t have to follow the negative behaviour of others. 

• Being a positive risk taker and not being afraid of failure. 

• Valuing others by accepting responsibility for our mistakes. 

• Speaking the truth. 

Collaboration 

• Communicating clearly and regularly. 

• Being determined in our efforts at school by being confident, willing and motivated. 

• Display a friendly, positive attitude by listening, not being judgemental and not swearing. 

• Leave no person out by including everyone in what we do, being open minded and respectful. 

Connection 

• Talking positively about your school. 

• Wearing our school uniform with pride. 

• Not disrupting other students’ learning opportunities. 

Communication 

• Getting to know others by meeting and interacting with students from other social groups and year levels. 

• Communicating with people positively. 

• Socialising at school at the right time and place – not always during a lesson. 

• Always speak respectfully. 

Major breaches of the Student Code 

When a student commits a major breach of the Agreed Behaviours a formal process or contract will be implemented. 
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School Houses 

 

Strickland 
 

Waagul’s 
Snakes 

Rutherford 
 

Yarkan’s 
Turtles 

Clifton 
 

Marlee’s 
Swans 

Sanders 
 

Yonga’s 
Kangaroos 
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Positive Behaviour Support 

What is PBS @ NSHS? 

Northam Senior High School has a Positive Behaviour Support system to positively influence and teach expected 

behaviours to our students as they transition into adulthood. The aim is to ensure that our students contribute to our 

community “Respectfully, Safely and are Supportive”. The PBS matrix is the basis for our behaviour expectations from our 

students. Throughout the year targeted lessons to teach students about these behaviours are delivered through classes 

and Pathways-year assemblies.  

This year the PBS team has implemented a reward system where students earn points for displaying these positive 

behaviours. Students who attain enough points are rewarded throughout the year. Some examples of student rewards are 

“free milo & icy poles from student services” and the extremely popular “canteen fast pass” where you can cut the queue. 

Some large-scale rewards on offer are The Dowerin Field days & the PBS reward fun day.  

 

School Expectations 
School Expectations 

Teachers will support students to follow the school’s expectations. These are displayed in all classrooms and will be 

explicitly taught throughout the year. 

At Northam, the following  behaviours are not accepted: 

1. Defiance 

2. Threatening behaviour 

3. Physical and verbal abuse 

4. Damage of property 

5. Racial Abuse or vilification 

Instead, we’d prefer students to: 

1. Follow staff instructions 

2. Speak using kind words 

3. Treat others as we’d like to be treated 

4. Respect and maintain school property 

5. Accept people for who they are.  

 

Safe School 
Northam Senior High School operates in the belief that all students have the right to work in a safe, caring and productive 

learning environment.  

 

Students, teaching staff, administrators and visiting members of the community have  

• the right to feel safe at all times and  

• the responsibility to collaboratively support a positive learning environment.  

 

Northam Senior High School has a strong commitment to pastoral care. In addition to teaching staff and educational 

assistants who support students in the classroom, there are a number of Student Services staff who provide information, 

guidance and counselling on issues ranging from social skills, cultural identity, spirituality and health and hygiene 

concerns. Students can make appointments to discuss their concerns. Staff may refer concerns to Student Services and 

the Student Services team will run programs for identified students. 
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PBS Matrix 
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Communicating with Staff 
We know as a Parent/Guardian that you may wish to communicate with staff in 

a timely manner, and we will always endeavour to transfer you to a designated 

staff member according to it’s nature and priority.  

 

If you would like to speak to a staff member, please 

contact us on 9621 6300. 

 
• To avoid disappointment, it is beneficial that you organise an appointment 

with a staff member to visit and meet to discuss the issue. Staff are likely 

to be unavailable if you arrive without an appointment.  

 

• We have designated staff for particular issues. For example, the Principal 

will not necessarily be the first point of contact.  

 

• When visiting NSHS, you must always go to Administration to Sign In. This is a security measure and you will be 

asked about the nature of your visit and who your appointment is with.  

 

• At the start of 2020, the department introduced the ‘Off and Away All Day’ Policy on mobile phones, we ask that you 

DO NOT contact your child on their personal mobile and to contact the school.  

 

• It is not always possible to speak with a specific staff member right away, but Administration and Student Services 

will always forward your request to the appropriate staff member, who will contact you at their earliest convenience.  

 

For attendance and absentee issues:  

• Phone 9621 6353 or respond to text on 0417 979 974.  

• Submit absentee note to Student Reception.  

• Email: notham.shs@education.wa.edu.au.  

Please include your child’s full name, the date and reason for absence.  

If it is a prolonged absence please contact the Attendance officer by phoning 9621 6328.  

 

For concerns relating to your child’s academic progress and in class issues:  

• Contact class teacher in first instance – 9621 6300.  

• Ongoing concerns contact Head of Learning Area.  

 

For concerns about Social, Emotional, Mental Health and General Behaviour:  

• Contact the Student Services Program Coordinator – 9621 6300.  

 

Please ensure that your email address, home address and contact 

numbers are all up to date for communication purposes. 
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Cyber Behaviour 
Cyber behaviour applies to all technology based communication; including internet websites, personal blogs, instant 

messaging, chat rooms, online forums, text messaging, phone, mobile phone use and email. 

 

It is a criminal offence to use a phone, mobile phone or the internet to threaten, harass or offend another person. If this 

occurs you can report to local police, Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or www.esafety.gov.au. 

 

Your personal safety is important and you need to be aware that people on the internet may not be who they say they are. 

• Do not give out personal information eg address, passwords, user names, phone number, photographs, how you 

get to schools etc. 

• Tell a parent or adult if someone sends or posts something that makes you uncomfortable. 

• Take an adult with you if meeting an online friend for the first time and only meet in public places eg a café. 

 

Cyber bullying involves the use of communication technologies to 

support this repeated, harmful and negative behaviour. It can 

include: 

• Sending defamatory, threatening or harassing messages. 

• Deliberately spreading inaccurate information eg rumours. 

• Distributing someone else’s personal information eg phone 

numbers, web addresses. 

• Sending spam, viruses or offensive web links. 

• Posting information, images or photos without the 

permission of the subject. 

 
If you are cyber bullied 

• Do not reply to threatening, harassing or obscene messages. 

• Block the sender’s messages or change your email, phone etc if necessary. 

• Save any threatening or harassing messages and report them to your parents, the school, Internet Service 

Provider or the Police if appropriate.  

 

Using social network sites 

• Protect your accounts with ‘strong’ passwords and change them regularly eg mix cases and characters; sTRong3. 

• Have a different password for each account so if one password is stolen not all of your accounts will be at risk. 

Never share your password. 

• Set your online profile to private and be careful who you accept as a friend. 

• Always log out of the site and don’t use it as a screen saver. 

• Never click on suspicious links even if they are from friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REMEMBER TO THINK BEFORE YOU POST ANYTHING.  

 

Anything posted online can be read, printed and used by others now and in the future.  Employers might check your online presence 

before deciding to hire you. Friendships change and private inbox messages can be copied or shared without your consent. 

Once photographs are posted they become owned by the site so make sure they are not inappropriate and that you have 

permission from everyone in the photographs.  

 

Posting or sharing inappropriate/revealing pictures of yourself or friends can be extremely serious, not just embarrassing or hurtful 

to others but ILLEGAL.  In the worst case scenario it can be regarded as the publication and or distribution of child pornography.   

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.virtuallibrary.info%2Fuploads%2F2%2F6%2F9%2F3%2F26930678%2Fthink-before-you-post.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fdigitaltrackingcyber.blogspot.com%2F2017%2F12%2Fhttpwww.html&tbnid=NJVWl5ScIGzX8M&vet=12ahUKEwjejquXwIvtAhWK4XMBHWVLBHgQMygcegUIARDbAQ..i&docid=hsc0eTAL1cNWdM&w=629&h=346&q=think%20before%20you%20click%20clipart&safe=strict&ved=2ahUKEwjejquXwIvtAhWK4XMBHWVLBHgQMygcegUIARDbAQ
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Information Technology 

New students will have a username provided to access the school’s system.  The username is your first name with a full 

stop then your last name, your password needs to comply with the DoE requirements. 

  

To meet password standards, your password must: 
•             not be any of your previous 10 passwords 
•             not contain parts of your display name, first name or last name 
•             have a minimum length of 10 characters 
•             contain characters from three of four categories. 

 
The 4 categories are: 

•             English uppercase characters, A through Z 
•             English lowercase characters, a through z 
•             digits 0 through 9 
•             non-alphabetic characters, for example, !, $, #,%. 

 

If a student gets locked out or needs to rest the password, teachers can reset it from DOE Account Manager (DAM) 

Returning Students 

All students returning from last year will still be able to login using their old username and password.  

 

If you use inappropriate websites such as social networks, online games, media streaming or proxy sites your 

access will be restricted until suitable learning has occurred and approved by the school. 

E-Mail 
All students are provided with a DoE email address that they are to use if they need to send emails to and from the 

school. In most cases student email addresses will be firstname.lastname@student.education.wa.edu.au.   

 

Students access the email via  www.office365.com, students login to the account and then from the left top, click on the 

"Outlook" app. 

 

Students can also access email from Connect - www.connect.det.wa.edu.au > Once logged in, there’s an email icon on 

the right top. 

Computer Access  
Students are offered the opportunity to access the Internet as part of the school’s curriculum.  

Every student is allocated an individual account for which they take full responsibility.  

 

Students will 

• only use computers/notebooks under the direct supervision of a teacher. 

• not alter any settings on the computers/notebooks, install any programs or otherwise modify the way the 

computer/notebook works. 

• not attempt to gain unauthorised access to any other computer system through the Internet or go beyond their 

authorised access. 

• not make deliberate attempts to disrupt the computer system or destroy data by any means. 

• tell a staff member about any message they receive that is inappropriate or makes them feel uncomfortable. 

• not post personal contact information about themselves or other people. 

• not use obscene, threatening or disrespectful language. 

• use only for educational and self directed research. 

• not attempt to download or load any software or applications on any computer/notebook in the network. (Students 

may download appropriate text and graphics). 

• not plagiarise works that they find on the Internet (respect the rights of copyright owners). 

• not use the Internet to access material that is obscene, that supports illegal acts or that advocates violence or 

discrimination towards other people. If students mistakenly access inappropriate information they should 

immediately stop, go back and tell their teacher. 

mailto:firstname.lastname@student.education.wa.edu.au
http://www.office365.com/
http://www.connect.det.wa.edu.au/
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Mobile Phones and other related devices 
Students are encouraged NOT to bring mobile phones, iPods and other devices to school. The school takes no 

responsibility for loss or theft of these items.  

 

Mobile phones, ear phones and other digital devices must be 

switched off and be out of sight for all students from the time they 

arrive to the conclusion of the school day (“off and away all day”). 

All smart watches should be in ‘aeroplane mode’ so phone calls 

and messages cannot be sent or received during school.  

 

The terms of this policy apply to all students unless a student has 

been granted an exemption for the following uses of mobile 

phones: 

 

• to monitor a health condition as part of a school approved 

documented health care plan. 

 

A classroom teacher will confiscate a mobile phone if a student is 

found using it during any lesson.  In any instance where a student 

has a digital device visible entering class, or during lesson time, 

the following procedures will be followed: 

 

• The student will turn off and hand in their device to the 

teacher/staff member. 

• The teacher/staff member will hand over the device to 

Student Reception at their earliest convenience where it will 

be logged and stored for the remainder of the day. 

 

First offense: 

• At the end of the school day the student will be able 

to collect the device from Student Reception. 

 

Second offense: 

• Only parents will be able to collect the device from the Administration Reception. 

 

Third offense: 

• Suspension and case conference on return. 

  

Parents/Carers should not be contacting students during school hours. If it is urgent please call the school on 9621 6300 

and a message can be provided to the student.   

 

Using a mobile phone to record images of students or staff, either as a photo, video or sound recording, without permission 

and/or for inappropriate use will result in this student being suspended from school according to the directions of the 

Minister for Education.  

 

Please note – if a parent or carer needs to communicate with a student during the day they should contact the 

Front Office on 9621 6300 in order to arrange this.  

 

Student Drivers 
Students who hold a recognised licence, are required to have a permit to park their car at the school. The permit needs to 

be displayed on the dashboard of the car at all times. 

 

Students apply to Student Services for an “Application to Become a Registered Driver”. 

 

Students are permitted to park their car in the designated bays as indicated by Student Services. 
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Dress Code 
The aim of the dress code is  

• To enhance school identity and spirit and reduce pressure on students in the choice of 

school clothing. 

• To promote the public image of the school. 

• To promote safety by making students easily recognised on school grounds. 

• To promote safety by making students clearly visible and recognisable on school 

excursions. 

• To improve safety by promoting safe footwear and jewellery. 

• Convenient and inexpensive. 

• To ensure a better standard of dress which is usually accompanied by a better standard of behaviour. 

• To demonstrate to the students that dress is appropriate to a given situation and thus prepares them for their 

careers and life ahead. 
 

ALL STUDENTS - Every Day Uniform Dress Code - School Logo required on all items except pants/shorts/skirts 

Shirt:  Black and red Polo shirt with collar   

Shorts:    Plain black 

Jumper:    Black and red Windcheater/ Jacket:     

Track Pants:   Plain black   

Hoodie:  School hoodie 

  

Black leggings may be worn provided school shorts are worn over the top of the leggings. (shorts must be visible).  

A plain black (long or short sleeved without a hood) top may be worn beneath the school uniform for additional warmth.  
 

Footwear: 

• Suitable flat closed in shoes 

• No high heels, “slip-ons” or ugg boots due to safety issues 
 

Additional points: 

• No denim 

• Midriff or low cut tops are not permitted at school 

• No visible logos except Northam Senior High School 

• Headgear must not have inappropriate signage/logos and should not be worn in class. 

• Additional clothing worn for religious/cultural reasons should be in school colours. 
 

Jewellery and Body Adornments: 

These items must be unobtrusive and not a health or safety hazard. 

• Minimal amount of jewellery is permitted (studs are the preferred earrings). 

 

PARENTS OF STUDENTS WHO DO NOT ATTEND IN FULL UNIFORM WILL BE CONTACTED TO RESOLVE THE 

ISSUE. 

School Uniform 
The school uniform shop is operated by Cadds Fashions Sportfirst Northam.  They are located at 184 Fitzgerald Street, 

Northam Western Australia 6401.    

 

Opening hours are:  Monday – Friday:  9am – 5pm   Saturday:  8:30 am – 12:30pm  

Email:  caddssurfsport@westnet.com.au  

Phone: 08 9622 2042  Website: www.caddsfashions.com.au 

Chewing Gum 

Chewing gum is not permitted on school grounds. 

  

mailto:caddssurfsport@westnet.com.au
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Lost Property 
ALL LOST PROPERTY SHOULD BE HANDED TO STUDENT SERVICES. 
Students are encouraged to check with Student Services and Student Reception if they have lost any items. 

Attendance 
Regular attendance is essential for academic achievement; any absence from school 

reduces learning opportunities. For this reason students are expected to attend every 

class in each of their subjects. From time to time absences will occur. These might 

be due to medical or family reasons but no matter what the reason for the absence, 

work may be missed and therefore performance will be affected.  Families are 

expected to support regular attendance by planning family activities during school 

holidays, not term time. 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to discuss the work missed with his/her teachers and make arrangements to 

catch up.  

 

Parent /Carer responsibility 

If a student is absent from or late to school then the parent/carer must provide either a written or verbal explanation for 

the absence or lateness.   

 

Parents/Carers can contact via: 

Absentee Line:   9621 6328    SMS Message:  0417 979 974 
Email:   northam.shs@education.wa.edu.au 

 

Or hand deliver a note to Reception. 

 

The explanation must clearly indicate the date and time of absence or lateness as well as the reason for the absence or 

lateness.  The reason for absence must be acceptable to the Principal.  Staying home to celebrate your birthday for 

example is NOT an acceptable reason for absence. Sleeping in is also not an acceptable reason for lateness. Students 

with ongoing unexplained absences or persistent lateness will be regarded as truant.  In extreme instances the student 

will be referred to the Regional Attendance Officer. 

 

Extended absence 
In the event of a long absence due to illness, students/parents are encouraged to contact the relevant teachers and 

organise some work where possible. Students travelling/holidaying for extended periods should consider enrolling in the 

School of Isolated and Distance Education. 

 

LEAVING THE SCHOOL 
 
All students need parental permission to leave school grounds. Contact to arrange this must be made through 

the Front Office. 

Late to School / Leaving Early 
If you arrive late to school, please sign in at the kiosk in Student Reception using your Smart Rider.  

Students are not allowed to leave school grounds without permission from a parent/carer.  

If you are leaving early, please proceed to Student Reception. Parents / carers will collect you from Reception, 

where you will be signed out. If you are going to be late or leaving school early, please have your parent/carer 

contact the school. 

Appointments during school time 

• Student to bring signed note from parent to Student Reception. 

• Pink slip will be issued to student to give to the teacher of that Period/Time.  

• Teacher will send the student to the office at designated time. 

mailto:northam.shs@education.wa.edu.au
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EVERY MINUTE COUNTS… 

When you miss just… that equals…. which is… and therefore, from 

Kindy to Year 12, that 

is… 

10 minutes a day 50 minutes of learning  

each week 

Nearly 1 ½ weeks per 

year 

Nearly ½ a year 

20 minutes a day 1 hour and 40 minutes 

of learning each week 

Nearly 3 weeks per 

year 

Nearly 1 year 

30 minutes a day Nearly half a day of 

learning each week 

Nearly 4 weeks per 

year 

Nearly 1 ½ years 

1 hour a day Nearly 1 whole day of 

learning each week 

Nearly 8 weeks per 

year 

Over 2 ½ years 

 

 

 

 

EVERY DAY COUNTS… 

A day here or there doesn’t seem like much, but… 

When you  

miss just… 

that equals…. which is… and therefore, from Kindy to 

Year 12, that is… 

This means that the best you 

can achieve is…. 

1 day each fortnight 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 ½ years of school Equal to finishing  

Year 11 

1 day a week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2 ½ years of school Equal to finishing  

Year 10 

2 days a week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years of learning Equal to finishing  

Year 7 

3 days a week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Over 8 years of learning Equal to finishing   

Year 4 

 

If you want to be successful at school then YES, attendance does matter! 

  

Your best learning 

time is at the 

beginning of the day! 

School starts at  

8:50 am 

DON’T BE LATE! 
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Bush Ranger Cadets 

 

 

What is Bush Ranger cadets? 

The ‘nitty gritty’. 

Bush ranger cadets is a program run by the department of parks and wildlife (DPAW) and cadets WA to support young 

people across the state to participate in the conservation of Australia and the world. It is run in educational settings and 

provides kids with activities, projects, outings and more that are based around creating a better community and 

conservation. Students that participate are offered opportunities to partake in personal development training and later on 

there is the potential to participate in leadership courses. 

 

What we’re about at Northam Bush Ranger Cadets. 

A big part of our cadet group at Northam is creating an environment for the cadets to grow as people and form new 

relationships. We want the cadets to be as comfortable with themselves in the group as possible while stepping out of 

their comfort zones. We use the conservation activities and community engagement as an opportunity to grow these 

relationships and others. We also have the cadets participate in more daring activities such as abseiling or high ropes 

courses, or more daunting for some cadets, public speaking or formal parading at events such as ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day ceremonies.  

“it’s a great place to meet new friends” – a Year 7 cadet 

“at cadets we have a lot of fun” – a Year 7 cadet 

 

We want our cadets to walk away from their time with us with knowledge, skills and friendships that help them through life.  

The details: 

The program is funded by the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPAW). Weekly meetings, camps, uniform (supplied by 

the unit), incursions, etc. are of no cost to parents or cadets. 

 

Where, when and who? 

Meetings between the cadet unit happen once a week between 3pm and 5pm on a Wednesday. These occur every 

week during the school term (not in holidays). They are held on the grounds of Northam Senior High School with the 

meeting point being at the upper school science block, the grass area off of the staff parking on Inkpen street.  

For any further information or questions you may have about the Northam Bush Ranger Cadets you can contact Mrs. 

Hayward at the Northam Senior High School on 08 9621 6300. 

 

Music 

A Concert Band program is offered through Instrumental Music School Services. 
Students have the opportunity to learn a brass, percussion or woodwind 
instrument -- and will play music from different styles, including jazz and marches. 

Choir is a recent addition to our music program. You can join a friendly group of 
students who enjoy sharing their love of singing. 

In addition to this, opportunities exist for students to form Rock Bands and receive 
mentoring. Students participating in the Rock Band have previously created 
several studio-quality recordings and performed for the entire school. 

If you are interested in starting your musical journey with any of these groups, 
please see Ms. Joyce. 
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Connect 
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Senior School Information 

Vocational Education and Training (VET)  
VET programs provide secondary school students (both tertiary and vocationally bound) with opportunities to 
complete national qualifications while studying towards their Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).  
 
Offering several national qualifications and accredited courses for VET students throughout Years 11 & 12 at Northam 
SHS, helps students transition directly to employment, or access pathways to vocational and higher education.  
 
One of the requirements of the WACE is the completion of at least four Year 12 ATAR courses or a Certificate II (or 
higher) in a vocational qualification. 
 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) is aimed at assisting students as they transition to a broad range of post-
school options and pathways, including apprenticeships and traineeships. 

 
Year 11 and 12 students can obtain vocational qualifications while still at school, which offers a competitive advantage 
when applying for jobs and courses in the future. 
 

Internal VET courses 
Through third party agreements with Registered Training Organisations (RTOs), Northam SHS teachers, who are 
qualified trainers, deliver a range of VET courses, including Certificate II in Sports Coaching, Horticulture, Hospitality 
and Cookery. 
 

External Training Opportunities 
Additional VET qualifications are also delivered through the VET in schools program which is resourced by the State 
Government. Northam SHS Year 11 and 12 students can apply for a range of external courses in a range of trades 
delivered externally by RTOs such as Central Regional TAFE.   
 

School Based Traineeships 

School Based Traineeships (SBTs) allow students to commence a traineeship at the same time as completing secondary 
schooling.  Students sign a formal training contract with an RTO and an employer. The training is usually for one day 
each week plus extra shifts allocated out of school hours, during school holidays or on weekends. 
 

Workplace Learning – ADWPL 
The Northam SHS Workplace Learning program gives students an opportunity to develop skills in the workplace and to 
obtain credit towards secondary graduation for WACE.    
 
Students are placed in an appropriate work situation and are required to maintain a formal record of workplace 
learning and assessment.  Workplace Learning can be a rewarding and enjoyable experience often resulting in part 
time or casual employment, traineeships and apprenticeships.  
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Central Regional TAFE WA 
Your Responsibilities Attending Class  

If you cannot attend class, we expect you to notify your 

lecturer. Attendance is recorded in every class. If you are 

under the age of 18 and you are absent from a scheduled 

class, your parent/ guardian will be notified.  

 

Dress Code  

As you are studying for employment your clothing and footwear should be appropriate to the relevant workplace. Lecturers 

will inform you of specific requirements, including uniforms, personal protective clothing, footwear, securing of hair and 

name badges, as required.  

 

Are you under 18?  

For students under the age of eighteen (18) Central Regional TAFE has an extra Duty of Care. Key points to remember if 

you are under the age of 18 are: your absence will be reported to your parent or guardian; a parent or guardian (over the 

age of 18) must sign your Enrolment Form and Health Care Information and Consent Form. If you are paying off your fees 

under an instalment arrangement plan, they must also sign the plan if you are an apprentice; your absence will be reported 

to your employer; a lecturer must obtain permission from your parent or guardian for you to participate in any off campus 

excursions; if you get sick during the day, or you have to leave class (to go home) before the scheduled class finishes, 

Central Regional TAFE staff will contact your parent or guardian.  

 

Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment  

In the interests of health and safety, and by law, you are required to observe standard safety practices, including wearing 

appropriate clothing and using Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment when required. This includes wearing of 

appropriate protective footwear as necessary. Access to workshops, commercial kitchens and other high risk areas will 

be denied if appropriate Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment is not worn. 

 

USI - Unique Student Identifier 
A USI - Unique Student Identifier is your individual education identifier for 

life. It also creates an online record of your training attainments in Australia. 

If you are undertaking either nationally recognised training, or a higher education qualification, you need a USI in order to 

receive commonwealth financial assistance, as well as to obtain your qualification or statement of attainment. 

Create a USI  
https://www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi  

 

Online Literacy and Numeracy 

Assessment (OLNA)  
The OLNA assesses skills described in Levels 1–4 of the Australian Core Skills Framework. The skills described are those 

regarded as essential for individuals to meet the demands of everyday life and work. Demonstrating the literacy and 

numeracy standard is one requirement for achieving a WACE.  

The OLNA is sat by students in the first semester of Year 10. Students who do not demonstrate the standard at their first 

attempt of the OLNA have the opportunity to sit it again in September of Year 10 and thereafter on two occasions in Year 

11 and two occasions in Year 12.  

They may also sit the OLNA subsequently in any year after compulsory schooling if they have not yet met the standard.  

NOTE Students who achieve Band 8 or higher in Year 9 NAPLAN Reading, Writing or Numeracy assessments will be 

prequalified for that component and will not be required to sit the corresponding OLNA component. For example, if a 

student achieves Band 8 for Reading and Numeracy but not for Writing, they will only be required to sit the OLNA Writing 

component. 

https://www.usi.gov.au/your-usi/create-usi
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The Western Australian Certificate of Education  

At Northam Senior High School, we aim for all our Senior School students to achieve the Western Australian Certificate 

of Education at the end of Year 12. To achieve the WACE a student must satisfy the following requirements: 
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Notes: 
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School Map 
 


